BEFORE THE TENNESSEE REGULATORY AUTHORITY

, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
December 1 7, 1997

IN RE: UNIVERSAL SERVICE

GENERIC CONTESTED CASE ' DOCKET NO. 97-00388

N N N

ORDER DESIGNATING ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIERS
PURSUANT TO 47 US.C, § 214(e), THE TELECOMMUNICATIO_NS ACT OF 1996,
o SECTION 254(C) AND FCC ORDER 97-157. '

.2 regularly schedu'led qoﬁfefeﬁce held on December 2, ‘199_‘7, pursuant to 47 USC $ 214(e), the
Te elécommunicaﬁbns Act of 1996 (“Telco 4 ct”) and Federal 'Cammzmicdtiohs Commissién (‘FC"C)A ()ifc?er
97-157. The purpoée of this Order isto designate Eligible Telecommunications Carriers.
L. Background fér the Order. | |

Eligible Tclecqnununications Carriers (“ETCs™), certified under 47.U.S. C. § 214(e)(1), will be

qualified to receive Federal Universal Service support under Section 254(c) of the Telco Act if, throughout




Each common carricr scckmg designation as an Eligiblc Tclccommumcatnons Carricr (ETC) undcr '

~ this Ordcr has filed a sworn and notanzcd chucst for Dcs:gnatlon in this docket. ‘This Request for

Dcsrgnauon mdlcatcd that the carrier wrll provrde the servrccs and functions roqulrcd by the FCC in their

| certxﬁcated arcas for purposes of Federal Umversal Support Each request for Desrgnatlon stated :
comphance thh the requxrements set forth in 47 CFR § 54 201 through 54.207 and was signed by a ‘senior
oﬂicxal of the carrier.

1L._Interim Approval of Service Areas.

| | The Authonty approves on an mtenm basis the servnce areas desrgnatcd by the mcumbcnt local,
exchange companies (ILECs) in their petltrons However, we are cognizant that the F CC ‘has asked the

- States not to desrgnate large service areas for ETCs for fcar that the service areas would not be

competmvely neutral Testlmony by interested Partres on the demgnatxon of serwce areas for ETCs was

heard by the Authonty during Phase 1 of the Authonty s Umversal Servrce proceeding (non-cost lssues)

Oncc the Authority rcachcs a dccnsxon on the designation of s scrvice arcas for ETCs thls lnfonnatxon wrll be '

forwardcd to the FCC and Universal Scrvxcc Admimstratlvc Compam (USAC) for the purposc of

. redefining the scrvncc arcas of designated non-rural ETCs.

~ H1. Carriers Eligible for Universal Service Suggort'

) The carriers hstcd in this section have requested dcsngnatron by this Authority as Ehglblc
Telecommumcatlons Carriers (ETCs). The carriers are: Ardmore Telephone Company; BellSouth
Telecommumcatrons Inc.; Century Tclcphone of Adamsvrlle Inc; Century Telephone of Clalbome Inc.;
Century Telephone of Ooltewah Collegedale, Inc.: Crtrzens Telecommumcatlons Company of Tennessee,
LLC; Citizens Teleconunumcahons Company of the Volunteer State, LLC; Concord Telephone Exchange
| : Crockett Telephone Company, Humphreys County Telephone Company Loretto Tclephonc
Company, Mlllmgton Telephonc Company, People’s Telephone Company; Telhco Telephone Company, '

Tennessce Telephone Company; United Telephone Company, Umted Telephone—Southeast, Inc.; West




Tennessee Telephone; BeniLomand Rural Tclcphonc Cooperative; Blcdsoc Telephone Cooperatlye Inc.;
DeKalb Telephone Coopcrative,‘ Inc.; Highland Telephone Cooperative, Inc.; North Central Telephone
Cooperatlve Inc.; Skyline Telephone Membershlp Corporatxon Twin Lakes Telephone Cooperatlve
- Corporation; Yorkville Telephone Cooperative; and West Kentucky Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc. |

1V. Petmons for Additional Time to Complete Network Upgrades.

In addition to the procedures for certifying potential recnplents of Umversal Service support as
Eligible Telccommumcatlons Carriers, the FCC made prov1s1ons for a telecommumcatlons carrier that

would be ehglble to receive Umversal Service support under 47 CFR § 54.201 to receive addltlonal time to

- § .54, 101(9)(0) The ILECs have petitioned for an extension of tlme to upgrade their network Systems to -
accommodate the toll hmltatxon requlrement of the FCC Order as defined in 47 CFR $ 54 400(a)(3). The
Petitioners stated the exceptlonal cxrcumstances that the technology to provxde the FCC requlrement of toll
lxmltanon service was not readily avallablc and that the FCC may reconsider this rcqun'ement The -
Authonty grants to thc dcsngnatcd Elxgxble Telecommunications Carriers hcrcm an cxtcnsion of time to
upgrade their network systems to accommodatc the toll hmltatlon requlrcmcnt of thc FCC Order as defined -
in 47 CF R § 54. 400(a)(3) until the F CC reconsiders the matter or until such time as technology to provnde

the service becomes readily avallable

IT1IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT:

1. On an interim basis, the Authority approves the service areas designated in the petitions from the

‘ mcumbent local exchange companies.

Thxs grant of additional time is only for that period of time that the Authonty, in its contmmng monitoring of
echnology, finds that execeptional c1rcumstances exist, and does not extend be ond the time the Authority deems




3. The following carriers are designated by this Authority as Eligible Telecommunications bartiers:,
Ardmore Telephéne Company; BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.; Century Telephone of Adamsx;ille,
Inc.; Century Telephone of Claiborne, Inc.; Century Tcl_ephone of Ooltewah Collegedale, Inc;; Citizens
Telecotﬁmunications Company of Te;nness;ee, LLC; Citizens Teleconnﬁunications Company bf the
Volunteer State, LLC; Concord Telephoné ‘Exchange, Inc.; Crockett Telephone Company; Humphreirs
County Telephoné. Company; Loretto Telephone .Company;' Millington Telephone Company; People’s |
Telephone Company; Tellico Telephone Company; - Tennessee Telephoﬁe Company; United Telephone
Cdmpany; United Tclephone-Southeast, Inc.; West Tennessee Telephone; Ben Lomaild Rural Telephone
Cooperative; Bledsoe Telephone Codpefative, Inc.; DeKalb Telephone Cooperative, Inc.; Highlénd
Telephone Cooperativé, Inc.; North Central Telephone Cooperative, Inc.; Skyline Telephone Membership
Corporation; Twin Lakes Télephone Cooperative Corporation;  Yorkville Telephone Cooperative; an.d‘
West Kentucky Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc. ' _ ) |
5. ~ Any party aggrieved with the Authority’s decision in this matter may file a Petition - for
Reconsidcration with the Authority within ten (10) déys frqm and after the date of this Order. |

_ 6. Any party aggricved w?th the Authority’s decision in this matter has the rigﬁt of judicial review by
filing a Petition for Review in the Tennessee Court of Appeals, MiddlevSecti,on, within sixty (60) days from
and after the date of this Order. ' ‘




